N AN
Ao i L - . N
9 AN iy | P ) i ‘
Ay M N A W Ty o A
N @ * - e b R
NN f o L ) .
I i i o 3 N,
N A ) |/
B g » & & "
- : {
= ¥ b deom -

Ry /

" [i__,.z_ﬂ;%ﬁfmw-@

B

{[

e




RO ELIENG STONE 1SS UE 4 6 7

THE ROCK=ROLL
HALL OF FAME

I L A S I,rock&roﬂthesoundheard

round the world for three decades — has its own hall of fame. Rock history is full of innovators, superstars and unsung he-
roes who transformed this primitive, propulsive devil music into a force for major cultural and social change. Now the es-
tablishment of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and the induction this year of its first ten members enables fans, musicians
and the music industry to pay formal tribute for the first time to rock’s pioneer artists and their historic achievements.

Rock & roll is a living art, one that is refined and reinvented every day in big arenas, tiny clubs, sophisticated studios
and cold, damp garages all over the world. It is fitting then that of the initial inductees to the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame — Chuck Berry, James Brown, Ray Charles, Sam Cooke, Fats Domino, the Everly Brothers, Buddy Holly, Jerry
Lee Lewis, Little Richard and Elvis Presley — all but three are stll alive and, in some cases, actlvely performing,
And certamly Elvis Presley, Buddy Holly and Sam Cooke, long after their passing, continue to inspire, in style and
spirit, new rock & roll generations.

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Foundation was established in 1984 “to recognize these artists and their achieve-
ments in a dignified, uncommercial way,” according to foundation chairman Ahmet Ertegun. The first step was the cre-
ation of the hall of fame itself. The foundation — a nonprofit group led by prominent music-industry executives whose
president is Sire Records chief Seymour Stein — created a list of forty-one hall-of-fame nominees. From that list, approxi-
mately 200 pop-music experts (among them, top critics and record producers) voted to select the first ten inductees.

The foundation also inaugurated special awards to acknowledge the contributions of important nonperformers and
early influential blues, country and gospel artists. Initial inductees in these categories are Sun Records producer Sam Phil-
lips, D] Alan Freed, country singer Jimmie Rodgers and bluesmen Robert Johnson and Jimmy Yancey.

In the near future, the foundation plans to house a permanent hall-of-fame display in the first proper rock & roll mu-
seum. Ideally, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame museum will also feature a complete archive of rock & roll recordings and
print material as well as films and videos. Cities under consideration for the museum include Cleveland, Memphis,
Philadelphia, Chicago and New Orleans. “We’re not going to make this a rock & roll Disneyland,” says Ertegun, the
chairman of Adantic Records. “We have an obligation to the world of rock & roll, the artists and the fans, to make this a
dignified place they can be proud of.” = David Fricke



THE ROCK AND ROLL HALL OF FAME

FOREFATHER

Five menwhohada
major impact on the
development of rock
& roll are being hon-
ored in special cate-
gories established by
the Hall of Fame
Foundation for non-
performers and early
influences.
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