o many people, contemporary radio is identified with music,
especially rock 'n' roll music. This is not accidental. The unique
relationship between the medium and the music began nearly

fifty years ago.

When the hybrid music called rock 'n’ roll emerged in the early

fifties, radio spread the sound and its message to the nascent postwar

youth culture, giving them something uniquely and defiantly their

own. Rock 'n’ roll music, for its part, strengthened and empowered
radio when its traditional role as America’s primary entertainment
medium was being threatened by television.
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This mutual influencing was by no means static. The music of rock

'n’ roll—as well as the formats of radio and the style of deejays—has

evolved greatly over the last forty years. The Museum's listening
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actual radio segments, called airchecks, that capture both the music
and deejay In time. (An aircheck is a recording of a deejay taken off-
air or in the studio; it can be either a segment of a deejay’s shift or

the full program.)

The story of rock 'n’ roll and radio is really the story of the musi

and the voices that the audience grew to know and identify with, the
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