The death of Alan Freed on Janvary
20, marked the passing of an ‘era. The
mention of his name brings to mind -
besides The music he made populor - black
leather jackels,” pegged pants sideburns,
pink hofrod Fords, James Dean, dancing
i e Gisles, juvenile delinguincy - the
teenagia of theb9ses——""""—_

He called himself “King of the Moon-
doggers'' and was the man most respon-
sible for bringing rock & roll and rhy-
thm & blues_ into natienal, even world-
wide, popularity as tapes of his programs
were broddcasted in”Europe. Although
blues singers had been using the term
“"Rock me baby, roll me baby'' for many
years before Freed was around, he claim-
ed he invented this word "rock ‘n’ rolf”
on one of his early shows. For several
years he reigned os undisputed king of
the music, playing it exclusively on var-
ious programs. ’

His popularity was matched on stage
when he brought R&R performers to thou-
sands of screaming teenagers in the big
cities across the country. He_was give
the s hysterical_support now occord-
edihe Beatles. One show ended in Freed’s
drrest for inciting a riot when the aud-
ience split up after the show and, accord-
ing to police, started street fights. From
then on, Freed and his big beat were ban-
ned in many cities.

Adults criticized R&R for its monotony
aond sometimes suggestive lyrics. Freed
answered the critics with charges of rac-
ia! bias. “"Not a word was raised against
R&R unti! | drew 80,000 persons, most-
ly all Negroes, to the Cleveland arena.”

His final downfall came in 1962 when
he pleaded guilty to charges of accept-
ing bribes from several record companies
for playing their releases. Then he moved
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to California where he accepted a pg;?-(—"-' Rn .

tion as disc jockey for @ small FM radio
station.

During his early years in Salem, Ohio,
he was a bond leader, specializing in
swing Thusic. “He “starfed Wis d.|. career
in Pennsylvania, ofter serving 2 years
with the Army. His first program featured
classical music and one of his unpublici-
zed favorites, till the daoy he died, was
Wagner's "'Ring"’ cycle.

In 1954, he came to New York where
he began his famous show on radio sta-
tion WINS. He resigned in 1958 charg-
ing that the station didn't give him the
proper backing when he was arrested for
inciting a riot. From there he moved to
WABC and WNEW TV where he started
the first TV dance program and invited
the top R&R singers to appear on his
show,

In the 1950°s Allan Freed was the king of
R %’ R and idolized by millions.

He had roles in a few motion pictures
with titles like “%aﬂinm_lme_ﬁg.k"
and wrote several successful songs. One
of them, "Sincerely,’” was a big hit for
the Moonglows and the McGuire Sisters.

Someone once said that being present
at an Alan Freed rock & roll show was
ke "having @ tront row seat tor the San
Francisco earthquake and no disc jockey
sinf&~ has Fepeated Freed’s phenominal
success. Thousands shill rememberthe slim,
youthtul Tookingfigure walking out on stage
flashing a smile a loud checkered sport
jacket and & voice that sounded as though
Reatways had a slight cold. T
“Mast of The big siars of the day owed
their success fo Freed, and disc jockeys
today try fo recaplure the fervor of his
programs. Althoughk he is gone, a part
ot Him_remains_enfrenched in AEggqu
in fact, the whole world. A two-beat stac-
cafo music called rock and roll. -
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