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ALAN

FREED

‘Al J.,’ just your average Salem teen,
~went on to become Mister Rock And Roll’

Alan Freed has becomea moedmalheroom.’ﬂw Butin1955, whenrock was On that night, talk started
great friend of mine. oneshe does enjoy — and it young, it was arebel yell, a of possiblyincluding an event
I cansee and hear him now, hkesonlyaminmclotdl-— - reasontodance, ashotat nior Freed in Jubilee 179,
wowing hisSalem High will -eternal youth. It was art mixed hiaps a version of the
classmates with the **Sultans ‘| -withabandon. And Alan Freed ‘Moondog Rock 'n’ Roll
of Swing,” s band with which - madeitallhappen. Purﬂes”hequether-gcw
Freed entertained at! ThedrivetoxznorFmedin whileadiscjockeyat W,
and Association dances. his hometown started last fall. ithasturned out, this
ﬂ d thereheis inthe band Iwenttothe Akron RadioHall zen’umhelnbilee
roomafter school, sitting ‘of F \| Fi
alone with his trombone, [ and dis the fabul 'ﬁomdlo"lhe
h!owmgmneuun.likemyever - none ulthefreed familyhad | SpiritofSalem.”
heard. | beeainvitedorhad beén able. —and onthese
Herehe comes over the. - Bt . - we celebrate Alan
lirvnvum"]%inclﬂdndg K x:eedvh‘ mories of
calling e Moondog, friends, family
getting kids hip to music with who recalled the spiritand
abig beat — musis duuued vismnghuwete i ¢
Iohculledrll ’n’blues . My ks
or “race” musicbutthat now e., 5 ,nllﬂluewholguod-—mm
was known asrock 'n’ roll In1985,rock —hdnem‘: S o ,uu,ulmd—m
ecause that’s what Freed roll nwlyoﬁmuhnhmld = ]
himself had decided to call it. thesedays —isa * whumvﬂedphomslnduher
Andthereheisin his enncan,hckedbysoadrhk memorabilia.
Connecticuthome, sitting itl ll'l magoodhye, it'sonly
d n Sunday after
listen to the newes{ records.

The discs he doesn’t like get

ded b, thres-piece.
e Frasdwould e
liked it this way. B

—JULIEFANSELOW



ee ( K
ertainly when you talk

of radio in the early '50s, you are

i ut the power of the
disc jockey, and you are il
about Freed,” says Bol
West, an assistant professor of
telecommunications at Kent State
University.

West was a student at KSU when
he first met Alan Freed, who was
working on the news staff at WAKR
in Akron. ‘‘My very first time in front
of a microphone was on Alan’s
show,” he recalls. ‘‘He did that with
kids — let them on his show. In those
dxg's. you could play anything. It
didn’t matter.

“‘One of the few accurate things in
‘American Hot Wax' (the movie
biography of Freed’s life) was that
scene when he had that kid in the
studio. That really triggered my
memory,” West says.

West says another connection to
the Freed family: His roommate at
Kent was Alan's younger brother,
David. Both were speech and broad-
casting students and wrote dramas
that were broadcast each week on
WAKR. David Freed went on to
become an attorney.

West again ran into Alan Freed
ad started his own career
as a news reporter on WERE in
Cleveland. By that time Freed had
become the star DJ at WJW, and
West says he used to go to the studio
to w;lch himhiin ra'cuon, Skt

‘“‘He was a -ener; former,
he’d walk arou%)d the gr\’)’om alot. It
was always exciting around Alan.
You felt something was happening.
At that time, even he didn't know
what it was, but it caught on,”" West
says.

Those were the days Freed was
glaymg rhythm and blues records

e’d pick up at the Record Rendez-
owned and operated by
lintz. R & B had gained a
following among northern white
teens who had done time in the Army
and had discovered the music while
stationed in the South. Freed wasn’t
the first to play R & B; the music hit
the airwaves about 1946 at WLAC in
Nashville, West e;g)lains. “But it had
not been l'_me-tun ,” he adds. Freed
realized kids in the urban North were
og'emng their ears to black music,
‘‘He came at just the right time, and
he gave it a name,” says West.

‘est lost touch with Freed after
Freed had gone on to greater success
in New York. Today West regularly
teaches a course in radio programm-

vous sho)
1

L i
Alan (second from left) in the arms of his Uncle Al Palmer, a minstrel whose musical

career helped influence Alan's decision to enter show business. With them are (from left)

Charles Freed, David Freed and cousin Billie Ruth Sproat. The picture probably was taken

inthe mid-1920s in Johnstown, Pa., where the Freeds lived prior to moving to Ohio.

ing that emphasizes the contribu-
tions made by Freed and other earl.
disc jockeys Gene Nobles and Bill
Randall. West doesn't feel Freed’s
name and work have been forgot-
tern. “‘If you're into musie, you've
heard of Alan Freed, he says.

‘What has changed is the position of
disc jockeys at most radio stations.
“In 's day, the disc jockey
selected the music, but when payola
came along, the Federal Com-
munications Commission forced sta-
tion management to get into the
Wustic selection business,” says

est.

At one-ume, he adds, listeners
identified primarily with the per-
sonalities of the men spinning the
disc. Now there are few true per-
sonalities on the air, and any listener
identification is with the station
itself. Stations wanted more control,
West says, adding, ‘“They found they
could get along without the stars.”

West believed Alan Freed is “of
major importance. I'm glad he’s
finally getting some recognition.”

Sporls and music were the

two biggest things in the Freed
brothers’ lives, according to Da-
vid Freed.

David} whom everyone called
‘‘Donnie” when he was a boy, was
youn the Freed sons. To-
day, he is an attorney with a practice
in Painesville.

All of the boys were interested in
music, but in addition, *“Al and
myself were verv proud of the Perry
Street Indians.” The kids in Salem,
he recalls, had their own
neighborhood sports teams, not v
organized and without adult supervi-
sion. {

David also proves to be the best
source of information on Charles
Freed, the oldest of the Freeds’ three
sons. A graduate of the Salem High
in 1936, he left as his legacy the hi
school fight song. He went on

graduate from Ohio State Universitﬂ
and shortly aften, World War
became music direktor for the Col-

umbia Broadcasting System.

Today, David says, Charles is
retired and lives in Salt Lake City. In
later years, he was a fréelance com-
poser and performer; amon% his pro-
Jects was a series of segment produc-
ed for the Mormon Church called
“Windows.” The shows featured
looks at Mormon history and were
broadeast about eight fimes: daily.
Charles wrote all the scripts and
music.

David says he believes Alan knew
early on that he wanted to pursue a
career in show business. David ap-

red to be leaning that way
imself for a time; he went to Kent

ery State University as a radio speech

major and was the first program
director for WKSU when it went on
the air as the campus station.

Following graduation, he and Alan
opened the Alan Freed School of
Radio and Television in Akron.
David says_ lheF :::;Dl)lh w;: in
usiness during Freed’s heyday in
Ohio from 1950 1954. The
brothers also worked together during
those years at Lance Distribution,



Alan Freed ruled the airwaves with his rock 'n’ roll show on
WINS. Freed went to the New York station after successfully
launching the rock craze at Cleveland’s WJW radio.

the record distribution firm Alan
started and named for his son.

When Alan decided to go to New
York he asked David if he wanted to
accomﬁany him. David had, by that
time, he recalls, “developed a real
distaste’ for the music business. He
decided to stay in Ohio and he enroll-
ed in law school.

David says his brother was an in-
dustry pioneer at every stage in his
career, During the year he did not
work in radio, “television had just
broken. and Alan was the second,

glbe the third television performer
e Cleveland market. That wvas
L, which later became channel

Lance Distribution was one of the
first independent distribution firms
“in that we handled records other
than the major brands. I think one of
Al's greatest is he

. conservativism of Salem,"”

positive,” he says. “He was a lover
of fun and if he couldn’t find it, he'd
provide it. He also was an opgor-
tunist, always alert and on the ball
and ready to take advantage of op-
portunity.”

Raymond says Alan Freed was “a
liberal in a conservative environ-
ment”. and when he had found
his niche in show business *‘there
was no coming back.”

““When Alan got a taste of big- cny
life, when he tasted his dreams of
success, there was very Il!ﬂe d&u‘e
on his part to return to the quiet and
e says.

Raymond stayed in touch with
Charles and Maude Freed even after
their sons had left Salem. *

here,” he says, recalling lhei; spent
their later days in a green-shi
home along Third Street.

was probably more instrumental in
busting the ASCAP stranglehold on
music in this countrg he probably
had more impact on that than anyone

Al the time, David notes, radio sta-
tions had contracted with ASCAP on-
ly to play the association’s music,
and music pubhshers had made
similar agreements. ‘‘Not everyone
could get into ASCAP; only Irving
Berlin could gel into AS(‘AP he
adds. * p laying what were Lhen
!ermed =1
blues, which were really the begifin-
ing of the rock ‘n’ roll thing — that
had more impact on the music in-
dustry than anything else.

€ 4

r they would meet on the
he adds, “the conversation
ys centered on the boys.”
Maudc_ Freed always ‘had a great
deal of pride in Alan,” Is.
When Freed's Ionunes fell in the
early '60s, his radio career all but
destroyed by allegations of payo]a,
parents defended their son’s
honor. “As far as Maude was con-
cerned, he was OK. She didn’t lose
confidence in him,"” Raymond says.
Raymond is happy the Salem com-
munity has decided to pay tril bute
Alan Freed. I didn’t say Alan Freed
vas perfect; None of us are,” he
ays, “but I say there is a time to
Imgel a time to heal, a time to
celebrate. He made a very tremen-
dous impact on the American social
ene.

slrec(
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was older than I but

I knew him pretty wel.l and hxa
whole family very well,” says
Raymond of North Union Ave-
nue. “Iadmired this family — all
the Freed children attended the
same Sunday School I did, down
at the First Baptist Church where
the Village Green is now.”

Although Maude Freed, Alan's
mother, was a faithful member of the
congregation. Raymond recalls
Charles Freed did not attend except
on special occasions. He was Jewish
and went to a synagogue in
Youngstown, Raymond says. “I
remember it as a unique marnag )
in the community of Salem probably
the only marriage of that type, but
they apparently had no problems
over this,” he a

“The boys were very lalented

recalls. Charles was a pianis{, Al J.
lnyed trombone and Donnie was
‘an exceptional boy soprano’ who

oiten was called on to sing at public
events in town. Maude Freed also
loved music, “‘and I'm sure through
her sons, her love of music was
realized and personified,” says Ray-
mond.

He rernembers how, as a trombone
player, AlJ. “‘was always sort of into
Jazz, trying to get little twnrls in the
trombone, notes that weren’t really
in the score.

“My memories of Alan are very

came in to control the crowd, and

op] e show several
times to settle the audience down.
The real trouble began after the
show, when, according to city of-
ficials, there were muggings and
looting. Freed was indicted three
days ater for * “inciting a riot and at-
ternplmg to overthrow the govern-

Back in New York, WINS fired
Freed in the wake of bad publicity
about the station’s star and the trou-
ble in Boston. Freed continued his
nightly show on WNEW-TV and sign-
ed on with WABC radio in New York.
He had divorced his second wife and,
although he still had a large home in
Connecticut, lived in Ma

1959.The

ca
dal, “‘payola,” which involved disc
;ockeys accepting bribes for favor-
ing certain records on the air. In-
vestigations were conducted in New
York, Philadelphia and Detroit, and
by C ongr&ssman Oren Harris, whuse
subcommittee ly.
news by exposing rigged lelevls)on
game shows.

In New York, Alan Freed was the
primary largel of payola in-
vestigators due to his status as the
most famous and, after Boston, the
most notorious disc f)ockey His

ot wind of impending

R‘x;o reed was dismissed by

th WNEW and WABC within one
week in November.

1960-1962. Freed moved to Califor-

' AyoungAlanFreed, who—
during his days at Salem High
School —was active inband,
school drama, the newspaper
andyearbook, and the goll
team. He was a member of the
Class of 1940.

nia and si| on with KDAY in Los
Angeles. Back in New York, Freed
was indicted on several counts

commercial bnbe

and w:

A[ter hls stint at KDAY, Freed
worked for Mercury Records and for
WGAM in anml He married his
lhlrd wu‘e n;

who had been unable
to handle his finances since Platt's
departure, was indicted on income
tax evasion charges. Some of the
chargos were later dismissed, accor-

fo Rutledge.

Eorlly after Christmas, Freed
was admitted to a Palm Egrmgs
hospital with severe stomach pro-
blems. Doctors believe the ailment
might have been brought on by long-
term effects suffered nner a car ac-
cident that occurred while Freed was
in Cleveland.

1965. Alan Freed died Jan. 20, 1965,
The official cause of death was listed
as uremia, a kldney disorder, bu!
Rutledge wrote *There are many to-
day w ho insist he died of a broken

(Details from the chronology are
taken primarily from *Alan Freed
A Forgotten Hero of Rock ‘' Roll,”
written by Jeff Rutledge and publish-
ed in Record Auction Monthly
magazine.)



Dec. 15, 1921. Aldon James Freed a bronucastmg gchool  -ip-
was born in_Johnstown, Pa., to Ywngstown, Alm mpleting hll .
Charles and Maude Freed. (His course, he nl Jobs —

came m to control the crowd, and
to pl Freed ow several
done by white artists and Teleased times to se tle the audle'nce down. ¢
birth date may have been Dec. 15, blck in Pewﬁlvamn at 817 a week simultaneously as the same song The real trouble began after the
1922; brotller vid believes it WJW. He also plann- done by a black artist in what white show, when, according to cuy du
reeorg-m Jeff w mostly as a news and sport.a artists and record companies refer- ficials, there were muggi
Rut.ledge says indicate it first rock concert ever at the red to as an attempt to “legitimize”  loof Freed was indict U“’*.:
was 1921.) "ok, Freed signed with WAKR in ~_Cleveland Arena on March 21, ig52, the song. WINS adopted his policy for ~days later for “inciting a riot and at-
Mid-1920s. The Freeds moved to Akron. He started out as a news staf- ~but the ‘“Moondog Coronation 'Ball” - all duu: 35 Freed’s actions on  tempting to overthrow the govern-
Salem. At first they lived along fer but asked management to lét him- was:called off when police fearedthe behalf hla artat got i ulled ment.”
Ellsworth Avenue between Third try his hand at being-a disc Edukey. concert had been oversold a “nij lover” and Back in New York, WINS fired
‘ourth 2 {4 1954. With a new wife, Jacquelihe, ~ death O.s but he did not allerhls Freed in the wake of bad pllbhcll]
3 i 4 ‘moved - upto _and a $75,000 contract from WINS stance. about the station’s star and the
meoln Avenue at about Perry mumcal director at .WAKR." His radio, Freed moved to New York. 1957.Freed made the films “Rock, ble in Boston. Freed continued hid
show, “Request Review.” was the ci-  Just l)efore his move, aCleveland Rock, Rock” and “Mister Rock and tly show on WNEW-TV and sign-
1mlm Alan’s ¥l rs at Salem ty s top-rated radio program and he record distributor claimed Fr?:d Roll.” He briefly landed a show on on with WABC radio in New York:
eplnyedtmm as commanding a $! rz’ was sendmg out letters telling ABC-TV, but it was pulled after just He had divorced his second wife and, |-
bone in and was president of the “He could have very. wellgone on distributors he wanted money if their  one week because one of Freed’s although he still had a h;ﬁ: home h :
school band, served as a drum ma:  a long, successful career recordswerelobehea -d.on his show. Fuests Frankie Lymon, the young  Connecticut, lived in Mai n. ‘
jor, worked on the school newspaper earning a decent salary wmle }ay ngns generally dispated ead singer of the Teenagers — danc- 1959.The broadcast industry turq |
and yearbook staffs, took part in ing the comforts of a local celebrity, man who allegedthelet vnth a white girl from the studio ed lts attention toward a new sca
school plays, was a member of the but Alan Freed had d.lf tershad been sent was a competitor audien “‘payola,” which involved dlsc
golf team. "After school he led a band  destiny,” writes Jeffl’. of Freed’s — Freed also was,co- 1958, Freedlosttheservxcesof Lew oclxeys accepting bribes for favor-1.
called “The Sultans of Swing” tha - 1949, Freed left WAKR owner- of Lance Distribytion — but Platt as his manager. It was, mg certain records on the air. In-
C eered nn ced am ter dej P! vestﬁgauom were com:liuﬁle:l u: New
i York, P and Detroit, andf '

2 N % to undermine him would dy
sue a career in radio, he j the trled to jom the staff of & radio sta- - 1956. Freed ruled the l,lrwa"ei on to dutroy le. whn lndsocareful.ly news bK exposing rigged televisif
military after graduation and was tion across the street, but his former. WINS. His rock ‘n’ roll shows, staged  guided his dealings. game shows. .
l%\!lst‘,onsm with the Army ski emg_oym %;mledou! aclauseinhis  with the help. of Platt, were-all tt With his new mannger Jack In New York, Alan Freed was
pal.rol He served onl; ear nn conf ich barred-him from rage in New York. Columbia Pic-- Hooke, Freed planned a six-week primary target of payola i
as discharged afte; Xeveg'g? working for a rival station for a year - tures asked Freed to star with Bill tour to take his New York rock ‘n’ vestigators due to his status as
ear miecuon He attended alterlus parture Haley and the comem in “Rock roll shows cross-country. Among the most famous and, after Boston,
University for a year before return- 1950, signed with WJW in  Around the Clock,” the first roek ‘0’ acts on the bill were Chuck Berry, most notorious ‘disc ‘)ockey
ing to Salem to work as an inspector Cleveland after spending a year as roll movie and the first of five films ~ Buddy Holly and the Crickets, Jerry employers got wind of
at The Mullins Manufacturing Co., . host of a movie: Tgm,g;m Freed we make, Lee Lewis arid Joann Cam gz and Freed was dlsmlssed b,
where he met Betty Lou Bean of . Cleveland’s W, Freed also was a_successful four started without & hitch, both WNEW and WABC within
Lusbon, who would become His wife. = job - w1 lnnded ter; and he worked to LEB gla ing ta%acked houses, butonm week in November.
this time, Freed errolled in ulmlha' Slleml\e‘ artists to break radio’s ra éou rewed in Boston. Pohee 1960-1962. Freed moved to Califof-




came in to control the crowd, and
Freed stop e show several
times to settle the audience down.
The real trouble began after the
show, when, according to city of-
ficials, there were muggings and
Tooti Fi was indicted three
days ater for “inciting a riot and at-
temptmg to overthrow the govern-

ment.
Back in New York, WINS fired
Freed in the wake of bad g;:bhcnty
about the station’s star and the trou-
l e in n. Freed continued his
tly show on WN‘EW TV and sign-
with WABC radio in New York.

although he still had a lai
Connecticut, lived in Mal

1959.The broadcast industry turn-
ed its attention toward a new scan-
dal, “payola,” which involved disc
i:ckeys accepting bribes for favor-

g certain records on the air. In-
vestigations were conducted in New
Yurk Philadelphia and Detroit, and
by Cor an Oren Harris, whose
subcommittee had already made
news by exposing rigged eelevnsmn
game shows.

In New York, Alan Freed was the
primary target of payola in-
vestigators due to his status as the
most famous and, after Boston, the
most notorious disc l‘oc:key His
emgleog’ers ot wind of impending

was dismissed by
th WNEW and WABC within one
week in November.

1960-1962. Freed moved to Califor-

nia and signed on with KDAY in Los
Angeles. Back in New Y "
was indicted on several counu of
fommer la"brl-ll the, ty :
for “‘payola.” He eaded not e
fi &e charges for several years,
an ulnmately pleaded no contest,
and was fined .
After his_stint at KDAY, Freed,
worked for Mercury Records and for;
WGAM in Miami. He married his
thlrd wnfe, InF

had been unable
to handle his finances since Platt’s;
departure, was indicted on income
tax evasion charges. Some of the
charges were later dismissed, accor-
dlg Rutles

Sgnn&!
hospital with severe stoma ro-
blems. Doctors believe the allme
might have brought on by long-
term effects suffered after a car ac-.
cident that occurred while Freed was
in Cleveland.

1965. Alan Freed died Jan. 20, 1965,
The official cause of death was listed
as uremia, a rder, but
Rutledge wrote There are many to-
gay who insist he died of a broken-

(Details from the chronology are
taken primarily from ‘‘Alan Frnd
A Forgotten Hero of Rock ‘n’ Roll,’
written by Jeff Rutledge and publhh-
ed in Record Auction Monthly
magazine.)



