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Shock Waves

Last month, New York City radio “shock jocks™ Gregg (Opie) Hughes
and Anthony Cumia were fired from WNEW after they staged and
broadcast a stunt in which a couple had sex at St. Patrick's
Cathedral, They were the latest radio personalities to be in trouble,
but hardly the first. Here are some others who stirred the pot.
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A Contrite and Gentler Brand of Shock Radio, for Now

By LYNETTE HOLLOWAY
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Will “Opie and Anthony” return to radio?

1 think they'll be back, but it will be a
while,” Mr. Helne said, “They're just too hot
for most large publicly traded companies
right now.”
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If it’s on Al Qaeda’s favorite station, is it news? A television

reporter with a 9/11 scoop finds that nobody seems to care.

TELEVISION reporter in London an-

tions, he
11 broadcast. That, the reporter says, is how
. heended up in Karachi, P , interview-
ing two me f Al Qaeda’s hierarchy
who said that they had planned the attacks
on the World Trade Center and the Penta-
gon.
Details of the interview, including the
revelation that the Capitol was the target of
the plane that crashed in Pennsylvania were
made public before the first anniversary of
9711, but

ly? The standoffishness clearly began in
October when the national security adviser,
Condoleezza Rice, asked television news ex.
scutives to considr lmiting el use o Al
Jazeera's videos from Al Qa
network rer best source of Al Qn~
eda material, but the wariness persists.
. Al Jazeera's material
is often uncheckable. As Richard Wald, a
former senior vice-president of ABC News
d a journalism_professor at Columbia
said last week, “There different
views on where Al Juzserais coming from.
view in the Arlb world is that It is the

the information little more than a cursory
nod until this weeke

i cend.
‘Then after ABC News reported on Friday

Pakistani police, details of the June fner-
view were ever
the apparently newsworthy interview
I ot ot {reatment iy, conider
B . The journalist, Yosri Fouda,
okl Al Satoera the Arab. satellie
televison network that ‘has been Al Qaeda’s

y pl e straight story, and the
e e 105t e against Amer-
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But Mr. Fouda is a journalist trained in
s naive Egypt, n the Netherlands and at

C. Yet, he was also alone with two Al
Qa ia members, Ramzi bin al-Shibh and
Khalid Shaikh Mohamed, without the cam-
era or sound operators who would usually
‘accompany a broadcast journalist. There is
o indication, however, that the audio tapes

ich leaves the question of control. In a
telephone interview last week, Mr. Fouda
ted that i

£ work s week was also broadcasing (e
ideo, which fea-
Laden's voics oering
hagiographi trbute o te 19 hijackers.
Why is Al Jazeera's news treated ginger-

him an “outline of what they would
like the program to look like." Interview
subjects often seek that kind of control, but
the question is whether the journalist cedes
it

Mr. Fouda’s account of the Karachi inter-
view makes it hard to answer that question
clearly, and it is this kind of ambiguity that
‘makes Western journalists uncomfortable.
In last week's interview, Mr. Fouda said
that his sources had wanted his broadcast to
be timed to coincide with the anniversary.
He did delay the broadcast, but he said that
he did 50 because he needed time to check
their account and receive the audio tapes
back from Al Qaeda, which used its own

-amera.

So Mr. Fouda's information — about the
target of United Flight 83, about Mohamed
Aua’s final operational meeting with Al

Al Jazeera’s work is
still questioned by
Western journalists.
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bin Laden in 1998, shortly before the attacks
on two United States embassies in Africa,
ese are not easy questions. John
Miller, a terrorism expert for ABC News,
814 a1 qesta i v leghtnasn sy
A reach story.”
Speaking o Al aseera's etationshiy o AL
a, he said, “It's har
fhom a competing agency 10 say hey a7e 00
close. Who as a journalist who covers this
hasn't tried to get access to Al Qaeda?"
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It is also clear from Mr. Fouda's account
that he was at some risk when he traveled to
Karachi and put himself in Al Qaeda’s

He said he did not worry about sharing
the fate of Daniel Pearl, the Wall Street
Journal reporter who was kidnapped and
Killed in Karachi, because he reasoned that
many Arabs would turn against Al Qaeda if
it murdered a popular television host.

But his obvious vulnerabiltty, alone in an
Al Qaeda apartment, may have made him

r. Fouda to help distribute It, Mr. Fouda
4 not sk A A1 Queda had directad the

fournalits
Did Mr. Fouda ever think about contact-
ing law enforcement or intellg n-

cles before or after the interview? His an-
swer was very similar to what a Western
journalist might say. No, he said. That was
o his b, He would only do 30 If be had

ific information about an imminent at-
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“The decision (o bring in the columnists
‘was made by Mortimer B, Zuckerman, the
publisher and owner of U.S. News, It was not
the kind of news that employees of the mag-
azine — who are
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colums. He pointed
out that Randall E. Stross's coluran n'ech-
gy, which he believed had run its course,
‘was being liminated to make roomfor Mr.
Dabbs’s col
“We are confronting very difficut
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o Bt he adaed, in Lhe case of a mass
‘murder in which al people died,

e guction "gets caught inthe trafic of &

very busy moral crossroads.

delay in pay-

cult, expensive issue. We are

rporateprovenance doesXnRces-
sarily matter even in these times of madia
giants. Mr. Dobbs works for a unif GLAOL

Fime Warner, which lso publishes Time.
Meanwhile, US, News has also just signed

ing much attention to the Al Jazeera inter-
view makes it clear that the station’s am-
biguous reputation continues to limit the
acceptance of its journalism.

t0 AL, according to Mr. Duffy, including

the U.S. News survey of United States col-

leges, which will reach readers this week.
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